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SUBJECT: SUDOMO WARNS STUDENT ACTIVISTS 

1 . SUMMARY: FOLLOWING A PROTEST MARCH BY UNIVERSITY STUDENTS 
IN BANDUNG DEC. 27 WHICH CRITICIZED THE ENDORSEMENT FOR RE 
ELECTION OF PRESIDENT SUHARTO BY THE WEST JAVA PROVINCIAL 
ASSEMBLY (DPRD), KOPKAMTIB CHIEF OF STAFF ADMIRAL SUDOMO 
ISSUED A STERN WARNING TO STUDENTS THAT ALL ACTIONS OF "TAK- 
ING TO THE STREETS" WOULD HENCEFORTH BE MET BY STRONG GOVERN- 
MENT MEASURES. TWO STUDENT LEADERS HAVE REPORTEDLY BEEN 
ARRESTED IN BANDUNG IN CONNECTION WITH THE DEMONSTRATION. 
STUDENTS HAVE ALSO BEEN WRANED NOT TO WEAR T-SHIRTS BEARING 
POLITICAL SLOGANS. SUDOMO'S WARNING IS THE STRONGEST IN A 
SERIES OCF GOVERNMENT STATEMENTS DESIGNED (SO FAR WITH LITTLE 
SUCCESS) TO CURTAIL STUDENT POLITICAL ACTIVISM. END SUMMARY. 

2. AFTER REPORTING TO THE PRESIDENT ON A PROTEST MARCH 
STAGED BY BANDUNG UNIVERSITY STUDENTS THE DAY BEFORE, 

KOPKAMTIB CHIEF OF STAFF ADMIRAL SUDOMO DECEMBER 28 ISSUED 
A PUBLIC WARNING TO INDONESIAN TUDENTS THAT ALL ACTIONS 

OF "TAKING TO THE STREETS" FOR WHATEVER PURPOSE MUST BE 
DISCONTINUED. OTHERWISE, HE SAID, HE WOULD HAVE TO TAKE 
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"THE NECESSARY STEPS '. HE TERMED THE PROTEST MARCH AN 
ATTEMPT TO BRING PRESSURE ON THE GOVERNMENT, AND SAID HE 
HAD URGED THE BANDUNG STUDENTS INVOLVED TO MAKE THAT DEMON- 
STRATION THE LAST. 

3. THE DECEMBER 27 STUDENT MARCH IN BANDUNG FOLLOWED A 
SMALL DEMONSTRATION THREE DAYS EARLIER IN WHICH 18 STUDENTS 
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PUT UP POSTERS AT THE WEST JAVA PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY (DPRD) 
BUILDING CHIDING DPRD MEMBERS FOR THEIR FAILURE TO SPEAK 
OUT ON PBULIC ISSUES. WHEN THE DPRD LATER THAT DAY EN- 
DORSED THE RE-ELECTION OF PRESIDENT SUHARTO AND VICE PRESI- 
DENT SULTAN HAMENGKUBUWONO IX, STUDENT LEADERS FROM VARIOUS 
UNIVERSITIES IN BANDUNG ORGANIZED A LARGER DEMONSTRATION 
AND RETURNED TO THE DPRD ON THE 27TH 300 STRONG, WITH MANY 
POSTERS ATTACKING THE DPRD'S ENDORSEMENT OF SUHARTO AS 
PREMATURE AND NOT IN ACCORD WITH THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE OF 
WEST JAVA. UNABLE TO MEET WITH DPRD CHAIRMAN, THE 
STUDENTS MARCHED TO THE BANDUNG INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 
(85?) CAMPUS AND SITRIBUTED LEAFLETS STATING THAT THEIR 
ACTIONS WERE IN ACCORDANCE WITH A STUDENT OATH TAKEN 
OCTOBER 28, WHICH THEY SAID SERVES AS A BASIS FOR THE 
INDONESIAN STUDENTS' STRUGGLE NOW IN THE FUTURE. THE 
LEAFLETS WERE CRITICAL OF BOTH THE WEST JAVA DPRD ENDORSE- 
MENT OF THE PRESIDENT AND THE ARMEDFORCES DEC. 15 STATE- 
MENT OF SOLIDARITY. 

4. ACCORDIG TO PRESS REPORTS, TWO STUDENTS INVOLVED IN 

THE BANDUNG MARCH WERE ARRESTED IN THE EARLY HOURS OF DEC. 

28. ONE IS SAID TO BE THE STUDENT COUNCIL CHARMAN OF 
BANDUNG ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY AND THE OTHER A STUDENT ACTIVIST 
FROM ITB. 

5. IN HIS DEC. 28 STATEMENT. SUDOMO URGED THE STUDENTS TO 
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CHANNEL THEIR DIFFERENCES OF OPINION THROUGH RELEVANT IN 
STITUTIONS SUCH AS PARLIAMENT OR THE PRESS, OR EVEN SEND 
THEM DIRECTLY TO THE GOVERNMENT. CONFRONTATION, ON THE 
OTHER HAND, COULD LEAD TO CLASHES, HE SAID. HE ALSO URGED 
STUDENTS TO DO AWAY WITH THE USEOF T-SHIRTS BEARING POLI- 
TICAL SLOGANS. ENDING ON A LIGHTER NOTE, HE SUGGESTED THAT 
SUCH USE COULD LEAD TO A T-SHIRT WAR WHICH WOULD ONLY 
BENEFIT THE T-SHIRT MANUFACTURERS. 

6. COMMENT: SUDOMO'S WARNING GOT FRONT PAGE HEADLINES IN 
ALL JAKARTA PAPERS DEC. 29 AND WILL BE QUICKLY DISSEMINATED 
THROUGHOUT THE NATION. AS SUDOMO INDICATED WHEN HE BEGAN 
HIS REMARKS WITH THE WORDS "I MUST WARN YOU FOR THE UMPTEENTH 
TIME," HOWEVER, THERE HAVE BEEN A NUMBER OF SIMILAR STATE- 
MENTS IN PAST WEEKS, INCLUDING SOME DIRECTED PARTICULARLY 

AT THE BANDUNG STUDENTS. ON DEC. 23, THE DAY BEFORE THE 
FIRST CONFRONTATION WITH THE DPRD, FOR EXAMPLE, WEST JAVE 
MILITARY REGION COMMANDER MAJ. GEN. HIMAWAN SUTANTO 
ANNOUNCED THAT HE WOULD NOT TOLERATE 
ANY "TAKE TO THE STREETS" ACTIONS. THE STUDENTS NEVER- 
THELESS HAVE CONTINUED TO EXTRACT THE MAXIMUM ADVANTAGE 
FROM THE THE GOVERNMENT'S RELUCTANT TO TAKE REPRESSIVE 
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MEASURES. THIS RELUCTANCE WILL DISSIPATE IF STUDENTS 
CONTINUE THEIR PUBLIC OPPOSITION TO SUHARTO S RE-ELECTION. 
MASTERS 
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